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Scoring (a timed-event horse ) is one of the most importantsteps involved in producing a
successful run. Getting a bad start will take you out of the moneyatany competition.
Whetheryou are competing at a jackpot or a rodeo, to have the bestchance at winning
vou must "push the line".

There are two types of timed-event barriers that you maycome into contact with in
competition. Electriceyes are used at most roping jackpots to help speed things along.
An electriceye is more difficultto score on because you can't push the line at all [it's
invisible). Your horse hasto be just behind the line when the steertrips the laserbeam
of light. A rope barrieris used at most rodeos. This rope line is easierfora header to
judge distance on because you can physically see it. The best start on a rope line is to
time it so thatyour horse's chestis pushing against the line as the steer trips the pin.

Scoring is something that needs to be mastered at home in the practice pen before applying it to
a competition setting. There are many different ways to teach a horse to stay calm and flat
inthe box. | find that the best way for me to get my horses scoring well is through
repetition. Visualize yourstart on every single run, whether it is shortor long, but make
sure your horse is standing still until you ask him to go. Athome luse an 'S alley as my
main training tool. This is a section of alleyplaced in front of the chute, which makes
the steertravel through two slight corners before being free in the arena. This alley
allows you to see the steera long waywithout the steerrunning away. It keeps the
steers moving slow for an extra 10-15 feet past the chute. & horse that will leawe the box
off your hand and run through the line will improve your odds atany competition.

Having your horse relaxed in the boxis the easiest wayto begin scoring well. A horse
that moves arocund or jumps in the corner will make it harder on you to judge an
appropriate start. Make the boxa comfortable place foryourhorse; have him stand in
there without the pressure of performing a run. After your practice, walk into the boxand
dismount. Loosen the cinch, take the boots off and show your horse that the box iz a
comfortable place to be.

Take the timeat home to practice for your horse. S5et a goal foreach practice; whether it is
having your horse score off of your hand or to keep your horse calm in the comer. The
extra work you putinto scoring at home will make it easierto push the line (at jackpots
and rodeos) and set your runs up forsuccess eve ry time.



